■i  w«  t*~ki  &  t 


.  M .  S I  D(r  BOTt  JAM 


M  r  q  i  C  A  L  O  r-T  i  C  F  R,  O  F  t  i  F  A  L'T  H 


> 


•  • 

■ 


. 


■ 

- 

. 


'  r 


. 

, 

. 


■ 


' 


URB.hN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP  OTTERY  ST.  MARY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ottery 
St.  Mary  Urban  District  Council. 

I  'beg  to  present  to  you  a  statement  of  the  Public 
Health  of  your  District  for  the  year*  1946. 


Vital  Statistics . 

Live  Births  —  47  • 

Still  Births  — —  0. 


Boys  2 6. 

Girls  21 . 

The  birth  rate  was  considerably  higher 
than  1945* 

There  was  one  illegitimate  birth. 

Deaths . 


In  our  own  District  -  46. 

Transferable  from  Other  Districts  -  10. 


Males  -  29. 
Females  -  27 • 
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There  were  3  deaths  in  children  of  one  year 
and  under.  One  of  these  was  from  Whooping 
Cough. 


There 

were  13  deaths 

from  cancer. 

u 

"  2  " 

tuberculosis. 

There 

was  no  case  of 

suic ide. 

Two  deaths  were  accidental. 

The  average  age  of  death  was  64 ,  almost 
exactly  the  same  as  last  year. 

Hospital. 


During  the  year  177  In-Patients  were 
treated  at  the  Hospital.  97  Operations 
were  performed,  and  30  accidents  were 
treated. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  open 
every  week,  except  during  holiday  periods. 
During  this  year  it  was  open  46  times. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  (Cone.) . 


On  the  Register  there  were  54  mothers. 

31  infants. 
28  toddlers. 

The  attendances  were  as  follows: - 


Mothers 

506. 

Infants 

269. 

Toddlers 

344* 

Prevalence  and  Treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases . 

Paring  the  year  there  was  a  considerable 
number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  but  there  was 
no  epidemic  of  Measles. 

There  was  one  death  from  Whooping  Cough. 

I  received  the  following  notifications  during 
the  year,  viz:~ 


Measles.  1. 
Scarlet  Fever.  1. 
Polio-Myelitis.  0. 
Diphtheria.  0. 
Puerperal  Pyrexie.  0. 
Tuberculosis.  6. 
Whooping  Cough.  34* 
Paratyphoid  Fever.  0. 
Typhoid  Fever.  1 . 


Of  the  Tuberculosis  cases,  4  were  cases  of 
Phthisis,  and  2  of  Surgical  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  67  children  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria,  and  I  reckon  that  95/j  of  the  children  of  the 
district  have  been  inoculated.  During  the  year  394  children 
were  given  a  reinforcing  injection,  clinics  for  this  purpose 
being  held  at  all  Schools  within  the  Urban  District. 

I  have  received  no  records  of  Venereal  Disease.  The 
nearest  centre  for  treatment  is  at  Exeter,  and  if  any  cases 
do  occur  they  receive  treatment  at  Exeter,  and  do  not  come 
to  my  notice. 

Water  Supply. 

1.  The  supply  to  the  town  during  1948  has  been  satisfactory 
(l)  as  to  quality,  after  chlorination,  and  (2)  as  to 
quantity. 
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Water  Sup-ply  (Cont>). 

The  average  daily  flow  during  the  year  was 
83,200  gallons. 

In  the  outlying  districts  the  supplies  are 
privately  owned. 

2.  Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of 
the  piped  supply  to  the  town.  The  results 
obtained  from  the  chlorinated  water  were  quite 
satisfactory. 

The  unchlorinated  water  showed  evidence  of 
organic  pollution. 

The  chlorination  plant  is  situated  approximately 
75  yards  from  the  reservoirs,  and  the  water  is 
chlorinated  at  this  point  before  entering  the 
reservoirs , 

3«  No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  pollution  at  the  sources,  but 
alternative  sources  of  supply  are  being 
investigated. 

4.  The  supply  in  the  built-up  area  of  the 

District  is  piped  direct  to  666  premises  with 
an  approximate  population  of  2,000,  this 
being  50%  of  the  population  according  to  the 
1939  census. 


I  am.  Lady  &  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
(Signed)  F.  N.  SIDEBOTHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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